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IT is the ordinary Fault 
of Dedications, to be 
written in ſuch Gene- 
ral Terms, that, like 
25 Mr. Bay's Prologues in 
che Rehearſal, One may apply them 
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to Any; Body as well as the Patron, 
Like the Marks. and Buskins, of the 


old Tragedians, they agree indiffe- 


rently. 5 any Hero. It is enough, 


he has a grim Aſpect, and is larger 
than the Lite. 


6515 


T0 id this common Ridicule, 
1 have done my ſelf the Honour to 
Inſcribe this Short Diſcourſe to your | 
Lordship ; being confident that any 


One, who is not wholly Ignorant of 


your Character, needs not have 


Recourſe to ſuch Common-Places.. 


WP XK 


1 own, My Lord, it is none of the 


leaſt of my Views in this Dedication, 


by 
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by affixing theſe Papers to your 1. 
liherious Name, to procure: them a 
longer Date than any Thing of Mine 
could poſſibly expect or deſerve to 
have. But J am fare, all who have 
the Honour and Happineſs to be of 
your Lordehip's Acquaintance, will 
do Me the Juſtice to own, that I do 
not ſo much, at preſent, addreſs My- 
ſelf to a Man of Quality, 48 4 a df 
Senſe. Te 2107 whren\n) 
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Your Lordibip knows that, as 

Mr. Couley has it, there is a Great 
Fulgar as well as a Small; and the 
Luſire of your Birth has not more 


eminentiy diſtinguish d you from 
the 


vi The Dedication 


the One, than Four ur Bbgensf Meri 
has rais 9d 


you. abGvect he” Other. 
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Mr Lo Rp, 
a 1 


Tour Lordship' - 
Moft Obedient, . = | 
and moſt Humble 


8 ervant, 


Roß EBERT HEPBZURN. 


ITO INER Sir 
DISCOURSE 
| Concerning the 


CHARACTER 
A Man of Genius. 


HERE is no Character more gene- 
rally and more vainly aſpir'd to, more 
frequently mention d in Converſa- 
Ns 2 tion, and, I believe, leſs underſtood, 
than that of 2 Man of Genius. What- 
ever Book a Man happens to be fond 
of, or the Courſe of One's Studies 
leads One, with a blind Admiration, 
— to peruſe; to be ſure, the Author 
was 4 Man of Genius. So profuſely do we beſtow that 
Reputation .on Pretenders, which Men of a true Genius 
\# 7 4 A .alone 


2 The Character of 


alone deſerve, and all Writers ſo warmly endeavour to 


* 


— 


$ I. Taz preſent Duke of Buckingham, in his ingenious 
Eſſay on Poetry, tells us, it is ſomething more than Wit. 
And, in the Two following Lines, handſomely alludes to 
a celebrated Notion, of a late Engliſh Phyſician, 


What. Cell, what Cavern is it of the Brain 
That does this vaſh, this mighty Thing contain? 


Bur it is infinitely eaſier to imagine and conceive this 
Character, than to find Words to explain it ; tho' it is 
not perhaps ſo hard a Task to ſet it in a proper Light, 
and illuſtrate it by ſome Inſtances of Men of Genius among 
the Ancients and Moderns. 


§ IN. TaERRE have appear'd in the World ſome Per- 
ſons of ſo vaſt and comprehenſive a Genius, that, as it is 
ſaid of Solomon in the ſacred Writ, Their Hearts were 
large as the Sand upon the Sea-ſhore; Men of an unbound- 
ed Reach of Thought. Such Prodigies of Wit were Ho- 
mer, Ariſtotle, and Tully among the Anczents; and amon 
the Moderns, Eraſmus, Grotius, Sir Francis Bacon, 3, 
Sir Iſaac Newton, who lives the Glory of this Age, and 
will be the Admiration of Poſterity. To this great Man 
I have laſt mention'd, I might add ſome Others of my 
Contemporaries ; but, vivorum ut magna admiratio, ita cen- 
ſura difficilis : For which Reaſon I ſhall paſs them over in 
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§ III. Tur RE are Others of a great, but more correct 
Genins, who have confin'd their Wit and Invention to 
proper Bounds. Improv'd by Education, they have re- 
ftrain'd the Exuberancy of Fancy, by the juft Force of their 
Judgment. There is an Air of Politeneſs, and a fire Taſte, 
that ſhines in all their Writings. 


For none were e er with Admiration read, 
But who, beſides their Learning, were Well-bred. - 


Ros cou uon. 


$ IV. Or this Sort were, among the Ereele, Thucydides, 
Xenophon ; among the Romans, Virgil, Horate, Livy, with 
all the other Wits of Auguſtus's Court. Nor are the Mo- 
derns defective in this Particular. Tracy has given us An- 
gelus Politianus, France her Boileau, Spain the admirable 
Cervantes, and the prudent Gratian ; and our Iſland has 
produc'd a Ben: Johuſon, and a Buchanan. | 


$ V. Ix order to be a Man of Genius, there is requir'd 

a good Fund of Wit and Senſe deriv'd from Nature, and 
refin'd by a Generous and Polite Education. Such a One 
ought to Form himſelf upon the Model of the beſt Authors; 
and, according to Longinus's Rule for Writing, ſhould pro- 
por them to his Imitation, and imagine and repreſent to 
imſelf what Virgil or Horace would have done in the 
like Circumſtances. By this Means, he might ſometimes 
catch the Flame from them, and make their Thoughts his 


A 2 own 
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own; ſometimes ſurpaſs them in Loftineſs of Sentiments ; 
and his Soul burn with an Ardour equal or ſuperior to 
that which /o forcibly and nobly animated. Theirs, 


$ VI: He muſt, above. all Things, take Care to have: 
his Mind throughly ſeaſon'd with the Principles of Vir- 
tue and Religion. It is impoſlible for a Man of Senſe and: 
Genius to be an Atheiſt; and, if he ſeriouſly and impar- 
tially conſiders Things, not to be a Chriſlian. The Wits 
and Libertines of the laſt Age, were not like our preſent 
Free-thinkers ; They were hurried into Vice and Irreli- 
gion, by the reſiſtleſs Force and Violence of their Paſſi- 
ons; and not by a dull and inſipid Vanity of diſtinguiſhing 
themſelves from Others, by. advancing and maintaining. 
groundleſs and-;vidiculous Opinions. 


- $. VIE I don't know by what Fate it happens, hat ſome 
Men have the Fortune to be accounted Wits, only for 
Jeſting a little out of the common Road, and for endea- 
vouring, in Oppoſition to all the Reaſon and Senſe of 
Mankind, to turn into Ridicule thoſe Fhings which are, 
in their own Nature, the moſt ſacred and venerable. But 
as a Man is not infamous for being defam'd:; ſo it is no 
Diſparagement to any Perſon or Thing, to be Jaugh'd at, 
but to deſerve to be ſo. It was a wife Anſwer of Dio. 
genes, Which we find mention'd by Plutarch; when ſome- 
of his Friends told him, That his Enemies were laughing; 


at him; But I, reply'd he, am uot derided. 


NoTHING 
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NoTHING is more eaſy than for a Perſon, of a wanton 
Imagination, to take particular Expreſſions out of the beſt 
Book in the World, and to force upon them a ridiculous 
Senſe : Thus Mr. Hobbe, the ingenious: Author of very bad 
Writings, endeavour'd to ridicule Infi/ion and Inſpiration, 
by his facetious Terms of + qr” and Inbreathing. 
And the witty Earl of Rochefter us d to ſay, That the' 
working of Miraclem was nothing elſe but zhe Art of ſhow-- 
ing a Trick, When I mention. the Laſt-of theſe, I can't 
chuſe but regret, that a Perſon of ſo large a Genius, and 
of ſuch bright Parts and Abilities, ſhould have been hur- 
ried, by an intemperate Sort of Life, into ſuch Extravagan- 
cies, as, for ſeveral Years, not to be Maſter of himſelf: And- 
tho' he liv'd-not half the Age of a Man; yet by his Exceſ- 
ſes he did not. enjoy the Half of thoſe Days wherein he 
lived. He unhappily 5 thoſe agreeable Talents: 
which God had given him, and meanly proſtituted them 
to Vice and Debauchery ; which occaſion'd a noble Friend 
of his to reflect, with a great Deal of Juſtice, Wit, and 
Candor, upon his leud Poems, in the following Lines. 


Such nau ſeous Songs, by a-late:Author made, 
Draw an unwillmg Cenſure on bis Shade: 

Not that warm Thoughts 75 the approaching Joy 
Can ſhock the Niceſt, or the Chaſteſt cloy. 

But obſcene Words, too looſe to raiſe Deſire, 

Like Heaps of Embers, only quench the Fire. 


$ VII. 


The Character of 


$ VIII. Ar the ſame Time, it muſt be allow'd, that 2 
Man of Genius may have virtuous Sentiments and Reſo- 
lutions, tho' he is not able to exert and put them in Exe- 
cution. As a Philoſopher A by that Name, he is 
a Lover of Wiſdom, which yet he does not pretend to 
have attain'd ; ſo it ſometimes happens, that one is 4 Lover 
of Virtue, tho, in the Courſe of his Life, he can hardly 
be term'd a virtuous Man. . 


$ IX. 4 Man of Genius ought not, in my Opinion, to 
think even his Dreſs below his Notice: As the World is 
but too apt to judge by Appearances, a Man of Senſe 
would endeavour to improve their very Follies to his own 
Advantage. 


$ X. TERRE is a certain Eaſineſs of Temper frequent- 
ly to be found in Men of extraordinary Abilities, which 
among cunning Men, and Perſons of great Vivacity and 
little Judgment, paſſes for Want of Senſe. Hence it is 
that it ſo often happens, that a Man of a ſuperior Genius, 
by an unaccountable Indolence of Diſpoſition, ſuffers him- 
ſelf to be impos'd on, tho' he has infinitely more Under- 
ſtanding than thoſe who cheat him. 


$ XI. Oxx of the nobleſt and moſt valuable Ingredi- 
ents in this Character, is that of being a Lover of his wy" 
18 


A Man of Genius. 7 
This is the Paſſion which ought to poſſeſs and inflame his 
Soul with the greateſt Ardour. And all other Things 


mult be accounted laudable, in Proportion to the Appli- 
cation and-Tendency of them this Way. | 


$ XII. In all the Actions of the Heroes of Antiquity, 
was this Virtue conſpicuous: This did moſt powerfully a- 
nimate and influence them, and gave them an Ardency to 
exert the reſt of their good Qualities in behalf of their 
native Land. Thus did Demoſthenes and Cicero turn their 
Eloquence, Ariſtides his Juſtice, Phoczon his Intrepidity, 
and Xenophon his Wit and Valour, to the Service and Ad. 
vantage of their Country. 


$ XII. Fr R' p with this generous Motive, did Codrus 
and Epaminondas die with Pleaſure. | 


Ix this Cauſe, the Brave, devoted Decii, greatly fell. 


ExPrRING on this Account, the Reſolute Brutus, and 
the God-like Cato, did almoſt turn the moſt annatural 
Crime into a Virtue. 


S XIV. Ox this Head, would I indulge my Inclina- 
tion, I ſhould with Eaſe and Pleaſure expatiate beyond 
the intended Bounds of this Diſcourſe. 
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T own, the glorious Subject fires my Breaff, 

And my Soul's darling Paſſion ſtands confeſt, 

Beyond or Love's or 1 riendſhip's ſacred Band, 
Beyond my Self I prize my native Land : 

On this Foundation wauld I build my Fame, 

And emulate the Greek and Roman Name ; | 
Think Britain's Peace bought cheaply with my Blood, 
And die with Pleaſure for my Country's Good. 


$ XV. A Man diſcovers the Extent of his Genzzs,.if, 
upon all Occaſions, he handſomely acts his Part, and be- 
haves with a good Grace in eyery Scene and Circum- 
ſtance of human Life. 


-Omnis Ariſtippum decuit color & flatus & res. 


Tu Care of doing nothing unbecoming, has accom- 
panied the greateſt Minds to their laſt Moments: They 
avoided even an.indecent Poſture in the very Article of 
Death. Thus Cæſar —_ his Robe about him, that. 
he might not fall in a Manner unworthy of himſelf ; and 
the greateſt Concern, that appear'd in the Behaviour of 
Lucretia, when ſhe ſtabb'd herſelf, was, that her Body 
ſhould lie in an Attitude becoming the Mind which had 
inhabited it. : h G 
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—— Ne non procumbat honeſte, 
Extrema hæc etiam cura cadentis erat. 


Twas her laft Thought, how decently to fall. 


$ XVI. I don't love a Man of Pleaſure who is unfit for 
Buſineſs, and incapable of ſerious and ſolid Reflections. 
A Perſon of that Character is like one of the Brutes; nay 
he is much more unhappy, becauſe, if we take Pleaſure 
merely to conſiſt in the mean Gratification of the ſenſual 
Appetite, the Beaſts have a much lvelier Taſte of Eating 
and Drinking, and uſually enjoy a much longer Courſe of 
Health, and a greater Degree of Strength and Vigour than 
Mankind do. Such a one, inſtead of improving his Mind 
by refin'd and elevated Thoughts, extremely debaſes hu- 
man Nature. MER Wn . 

TuERE is no Merit in his Want of Ambition. He 
declines a ſplendid Poſt in the Government, only becauſe. 
he has not a ſufficient Force of Mind to diſcharge and 
become it. | bs ts 


Even ſoft, witty, and amorous Anacreon could, for 
ſome Time, diſpenſe with his Pleaſures; and diſcover his 
Capacity and Fitneſs for public Employments. And Thales 
one of the Grecian Sages, _ his being told, that the on- 
ly Reaſon why he ſtudied Philoſophy was, becauſe he had 
not the Skill and Addreſs to ſucceed in any other Deſign, 
preſently fell a A and by his Wit and Indu- 


ſtry 
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{try did thrive ſo admirably at it, that, in a ſhort Time, 
he acquir'd' a conſiderable Eſtate : After which he grave- 
ly return'd to his Books and Philoſophy. 


I would have a Man retire from Noiſe and Buſineſs by a 
voluntary and a happy Choice, and not by Force and Ne- 
ceſlity ; becauſe he is not able to endure the Uneaſineſs 
of the One, nor ſupport the Fatigue of the Other. 


$ XVII. Bur then, on the other Hand, I am as unſa- 
tisfy'd with the Character of theſe who Think but cannot 
Act, and are mere Philoſophers or Devorees. There are 
many People who have a Senſeleſs Sort of Knowledge, if 
L may ſo ſpeak, and fancy _ would do well enough, 
if they were in ſuch- and ſuch Circumſtances, and ( as 
they fondly imagine) ſet in a more proper Light. And 
yet, if their Deſires were granted, I am at a Loſs to think 
how they would behave. Like Sancho in Don Quixote, 
or Ragotin in Scarron, who imagin'd they would make 


fine Gentlemen, if they were equip't with good Horſes, and 
| handſome Armour. But we find, when they were ac- 


commodated with them, according to their Wiſhes, they 
only render'd themſelves more ridiculous by their Fall. 


— Tolluntur in altum 
Vt lapſu graviore ruant, 


$ XVII 
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$ XVIII. Eloquence is alſo a great Accompliſhment of 
a Man of Genius. Os magna ſonaturum, to uſe Horace's 
Words, which I have choſen to be the Motto of this Diſ- 
courſe, makes up a great Deal of a Man of Genius, as 
well as of a good Poet, to which Set of Men the Roman 
Bard does indeed, in this Place, apply it. 


$ XIX. Ax Orator is as much ſuperior to the reſt of 
Mankind by the Force of this admirable Talent, as Man 
is to the Brutes, in Reaſon and Speech. And therefore, 
I have often wonder'd that, notwithſtanding the many 
noble and uſeful Inventions and Diſcoveries of the Mo- 
derns, the Art of ſpeaking handſomely, particularly the 
Eloquenae of the Bar, which is ſo becoming a Man of 
Genius, inſtead of receiving any conſiderable Improvements, 
ſeems daily to decay. | 


$ XX. I own, there is a very great Difference between 
the Eloquence of the ancient Orators, and that which is 


proper or our modern Advocates ; but ſtill it muſt needs 
e allow'd, that a graceful and agreeable Way of Speaking 
is both a Lawyer's Ornament and Defence. This is what 
every One ought to make his principal Study, that is am- 
bitious of behaving handſomely at the Bar. For my own 
Part, I muſt confeſs, that tho* I am ſenſible that ſmooth 
Expreſſions, without ſolid Learning, ſignify nothing to the 
Judges, and are but an empty Sound; yet true * is 

N _ what 
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what Jam fond of to Exceſs; in the Purſuit of which, 
altho* I may come ſhort of many in Wit and Invention, 
yet I have the Vanity to affirm, that if Induſtry can poſ- 
fibly attain it, Iam in Hopes I ſhall yield to none in Pains 
and Application. 


AN I muſt needs fay, I am ſomewhat ſurpriz d to ſee 
ſome of our young Advocates take ſo little Care about 
this Matter; as if at the Bar there were no Occaſion for 
the agreeable Ornaments and Graces of Speech. We ſeem 
to: be more ambitious of getting Employment than of 
really deſerving it. And yet I am at a Loſs to think how 
ſome of us would behave, if our Deſires were granted. 
People may talk what they pleaſe ; but notwithitanding 
all the Complaints of the Injuſtice of the Times, Iam con- 
fident, I ſhall find it a great Deal eaſier, in the future 
Courſe of my Life, to gain Clients, than to manage their 
Cauſes to the beſt Advantage, when once I have got 
them.. e | 


$ XXI. Tur true Sublime never {wells beyond its pro- 
per Bounds, but riſes with a natural Beauty, being Great 
without Exceſs, and Handſome without Affectation. 


Tar Comelineſs of Perſon, and Decency of Behavi- 
our, add infinite Weight to what is pronounc'd by any 
One. Tis the Want of this that often makes the Rebukes. 
and Advice of old rigid Perſons of no Effect, and leave 
a Di ore in the Minds of thoſe they are directed to: 
But Vouth and Beauty, if attended. with a een 
| | Com- 
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becoming Severity, are of mighty Force to- raiſo, even in | 


the moſt Profligate, a Senſe of Shame. 
 Gratior & pulchro veniens in corpore virtus. 


Tavs we find, in Milton, the Devil is never deſcrib'd 
aſham'd but Once, and that at the Rebuke of a er 


Angel. 


So ſpoke the Cherub, and his grave Rebule, 
Severe in youthful Beauty, added Grace 
Invincible: Abaſh'd the Devil ſtood, 
And felt how Aten Goodneſs is, and ſaw - 

Virtue in her own Shape how lovely! ſaw, and pin 
His Lofs. ------- 


IN a Word, the ſuperior Character and Genius of the 
Speaker has, upon all Occaſions, a conſiderable Power and 
endency to affect and perſuade the Hearers. This is 
what the admir'd Gratian calls the Aſcendant, and lo very 
much inſiſts on as a neceſſary | Difference in his Accom- 
pliſbd Man. There is as great a 
prehendin a Thought each in the Languag 
Cicero, a Lockbart, or à Mactenxie, and in that of an or- 
dinary Advocate, as there is in diſcerning an Object by the 
Light of a * or * the 7 of the Sun. 


$ XXII TAE EI a of the a rw, as Fhing- 
ed before, happily turn'd to the Uſe and Service of their 


native Land. And indeed without this virtuous Love of 
Liberty 


ifference between ap- 
e of a 
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Liberty and of One's Country, this N Art ſignifies 
1 and muſt, of Neceſſity, loſe its Force and it's 


$ XXIII. I ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe with an Ob- 
ſervation, I think, naturally occurrs on this Subject; That 
our juſt Admiration of theſe Great Men, whoſe Wit 
Genius ſo far ſurpaſs our own, ought inſenſibly to carry 
our Thoughts to the Contemplation of the Almighty Au- 
thor of our Being, whole Wiſdom and Underſtanding are 
infinitely ſuperior to ours, whoſe Ways are not as our Ways, 
and whoſe I houghts are not as, our Thoughts, 


* * - 4 * * k 
1 Le . 
* & e 
A 82 
| * we 
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] believe, the following Poem, o# the ZToung - Company of 
Archers, will be no unwelcome Preſent to e. 
»TFis written by my ingenious Friend Mr. Bo, and 
is an Inſtance of his uncommon Genius, who is ſo far 
from being, as Scaliger ſays of Claudian, Ignobiliore ma- 
terid . that he has rais d the moſt pleaſing and 
ar- Images from a Subject, in itſelf, ſmall and incon- 

erable. : Fa 
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A POEM 


UPON THE 


Young-Company 
AR CHER S. 


By M. BOT D. 


— Subeunt Tegæa guventns./ © VI. 
ANAPAEI HTTMAIOISI. Hom. 


Rear ales HEN Pollasfrom the lab ring Brain of Jovs 
a Yo 00 8 Jamp'd out, unn ee from Above, 


ſexpert i in War, without the Rules of Art 


And tedious Diſcipline, her Infant-heart * 
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With Warlike Grace and gallant Air, to ſhow 
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Beat bold and ſtrong; nor did her Sinews yield, 25 
Her brawny Arm ſuſtain d the pond'rous Shield. 


This Praiſe is to the Heroine Goddeſs due: 


Much, Caledonian Youth, we owe to you. 


Scarce have your tortur'd Mothers found Reſpite 
From Throws by Day and Agonies by Night ; 


Scarce the diſtorted Muſcles yet replac'd, 


Or diſmal Groans, from rigid Child-bed, ceas'd, 
But you turn Men, nay Warltke-men, and, more, 
Grow Qui ver d- Heroes, as in Days of Yore, 

And make thoſe Eyes admire that wept before. 


With Emulation big, each Heroe ſtalks, 
And counts each Pace to Glory, as he walks: 
To gazing Friends he drops his unſtrung Bow 


He bids to Eaſe and ruſty Sloth, adieu. 


* 
* 
| _ 
= 
* 
* * * * " 
* 1 
4 : 
- 8 7 
- 0 
”* 
+ 
© 4 . * 


Toung- Company of Archers. 17 


So valiant Hector flights his Conſort's Charms, 
To follow Honour, or his Fate, in Arms. 


When to the Liſts the graceful Squadron came, 
Their Bows, with dreadful Noiſe, the War Proclaim. 
Th' extended Cord contracts the bending Yew, 

Till the far diſtant Horus their Moon renew. 

The long'd for Mark directs the eager Eye, 
And from the twanging Strings the Weapons fly. 
Envy or Love purſues each ſounding Dart 
Gaining a Rival's Spite, or Parent's Heart. 

The conqu'ring Arrow laſt cuts ſwiftly loud 

The yielding Air, and diſſipates the Crowd. 


Now the young Troops home from the Field repair: 
One has the Trophy, all of Praiſe a Share. 
The blooming Victor bears the Arrow's Prize, 
But leaves behind the Conqueſt of his Eyes; 
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For tho, „like Mars, he is for Battle dreſs'd, 
He's found a Cxpid in a Virgin's Breaſt: 

And blind like him, for Multitudes were round, 
He pierc'd a Heart he did not mean to wound. 


Thus, our Deſcent we may retrace from Jo vx 
By early Valour, and by Infant-Love. 


Go on, brave Youth, and ſtill thoſe Shafts employ, 
The En'tny's Terror, and the Lover's Joy. 
From them the fading 7hi/?/e Help ſhall find, 
They ſhall, in future Days, her Foes remind, 
That tho' her Ancient Thorns, thro' Guilt, withdrew, 
Your Darts ſhall Arm her terribly anew. 


Then, when your Joynts are firm, and Bodies ſprung, 
Enjoy thoſe Captives that you made when young. 
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